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ILLINOIS HISTORY. 

"Of all the great branches of human knowledge, history 
is that upon which most has been written, and which has 
always been the most popular. And it seems to be the 
general opinion that the success of historians has, on the 
whole, been equal to their industry, and that if on this 
subject much has been studied, much is also understood/ 9 

With this paragraph Buckle begins his voluminous 
introduction to the History of Civilization in England. 
He might properly have added that a certain degree of 
civilization must be attained before the value of history 
is recognized. Systematic industry is indispensable for 
the development and utilization of natural resources and 
accumulation of wealth. And upon the wealth and edu- 
cation of a people depends, very much, their expansion 
of intelligence and refinement—in a word their civiliza- 
tion. This fact was realized, at an early period, by the 
builders of the State of Illinois; who, while coercing 
from the soil its latent riches, wisely based the educa- 
tional facilities of their future generations upon the same 
resources , their industrial wealth, with the result that 
interest in their history has kept pace with their ma- 
terial and intellectual progress. 

An important factor in the acceleration of that result 
in recent times, was the founding of the State Historical 
Library, and, later, the organization of the State Histori- 
cal Society. To the influence of those two institutions 
must in justice be attributed, in great part, the effect 
that the State's history enters so largely in every plan 
of our public education, and is so prominent a feature 
in our current literature. From a very modest beginning 
the Historical department of the State has grown to sur- 
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prising proportions, and increased proportionately in 
value and usefulness to the people. 

In the Historical Library there has been accumulated 
a vast amount of material relating to almost every sphere 
and aspect of the social, political, military, and financial, 
history of the State, to which constant additions are 
made as they become accessible. Its published "Collec- 
tions" of Illinois history, though not yet extensive, are 
original, reliable, and eminently respectable. 

The work of the State Historical Society is gaining 
satisfactorily in popular appreciation. Its membership 
is steadily enlarging; and there is manifested all over the 
State, an increasing and very gratifying disposition to 
aid its efforts. The volumes of its annual Transactions, 
as well as the pages of its quarterly Journal, contain con- 
tributions, and compilations, of marked ability, many of 
them attracting attention far beyond the State's limits. 
It is this class of students and writers who are making 
Illinois history a popular study, and keeping it abreast 
of other scholarly pursuits in the amazing progress of 
human knowledge of this age. In the decade of the State 
Historical Society's existence its managers and con- 
tributors have confined their labors, in the main, to re- 
searches in past events, statistics, and biographies, and 
will probably continue that course for some time, as it 
is essentially comprehensive of all ordinary purposes of 
history. Certainly, in this view, their success "has, on 
the whole, been equal to their industry," and in overy 
way is quite comendable. This, however, is, in a broader 
sense, but the collecting and preserving of material es- 
sential for the ultimate production of a higher synthetical 
history of our people. The philosophical historian of 
the future will find in this great store of invaluable facts 
we are now getting together the requisite data for his 
generalizations in tracing the causes and relations of 
events, and the moral and physical forces that have 
wrought the wonderful advancement of this great com- 
monwealth in every element of civilization. 
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SANGAMON COUNTY OLD SETTLER'S PICNIC. 

The annual picnic of the Sangamon County Old 
Settlers' Association was held at New Berlin on Wednes- 
day, August 2, 1911. 

About five thousand persons were in attendance and 
it is said to have been the largest crowd ever entertained 
in the town of New Berlin. Historical addresses were 
made by Ex-Governor Richards Yates, Hon. B. F. Cald- 
well, Hon. Thos. Ferns and others. 

The oldest man present was John L. Parks, aged 89 
years. The oldest woman present was Miss Elizabeth 
Duncan, of Loami, aged 100 years. 

The oldest man present who was born in Sangamon 
county was Joel Ellis, aged 83 years. The oldest woman 
present who was born in Sangamon county was Mrs. W. 
M. J. Purvines, aged 80 years. 

There were athletic contests, a baby show, music by the 
Capital City Band and a splendid picnic dinner. 

THE FIRST LOG CABIN BUILT IN THE COUNTY. 

Prior to the close of the program the question of pur- 
chasing a slab to mark the site of the first log cabin built 
in Sangamon county was discussed and a committee 
appointed to take subscriptions for this purpose. 
The cabin was built in Ball township in 1816. A tentative 
date of October the 4th was set for the unveiling of this 
tablet and it was hoped that by that time the necessary 
subscriptions could have been obtained. The committee 
appointed immediately begun work and though no definite 
report can yet be made they are confident of the success 
of their efforts. This committee appointed is as follows : 
Dr. William Jayne, of Springfield ; Samuel Carpenter, of 
Fancy Creek township, and George H. Yoacum, of Salis- 
bury. 

The officers of the Sangamon County Old Settlers' 
Association are T. M. Wilcox, president and Isaac R. 
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Diller, secretary, and there is one vice president from 
each township. 



PIATT COUNTY OLD SETTLEES' ASSOCIATION 

PLACE TABLET IN COUET HOUSE IN 

MEMOEY OF WILLIAM HAET 

PIATT, A TEUE PIONEEE. 

At the annual meeting of the old settlers of Piatt 
county postponed from Sept. 13th and held in Monticello 
Sept. 20th, a bronze memorial tablet to the honor of 
William Hart Piatt, the most active promoter of the 
organization of Piatt county and the town of Monticello, 
and the donor of the block on which the court house 
stands, together with other blocks and lots, whose pro- 
ceeds of sale were to help build a court house, was pre^ 
sented to Piatt county in the name of the "Old Settlers 7 
Association," by President W. P. Smith in an appropri- 
ate address and was received for the county by Chairman 
John A. Bender of the Board of Supervisors. The tablet 
will be placed in the main corridor of the court house. 
Its inscription reads as follows : 

IN MEMORY OF 

WILLIAM HAET PIATT 

a true pioneer 

Who Donated the Block Upon Which This Court 

House Stands 
Son of James A. Piatt, for whom Piatt County is 
named. Born in Indiana in 1816, came to what is 
now Piatt County in 1829, and made it his home until 
his death in 1906. He was a leader in all that made 
Piatt County what it is. He came to a wilderness ; 
he left a grand heritage to present and future 
generations. 

the tablet was placed by 

The Piatt County Old Settlers ' Association 

September 13, 1911. 
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WOODFOBD COUNTY OLD SETTLERS' PICNIC. 

Woodford county old settlers' picnic and Lincoln- 
Douglas boulder dedication was held at Metamora, 111., 
Aug. 24, 1911. A splendid program was given as follows : 
Call to order at speaker's stand 

President John L. McGuire 

Song Choir 

Invocation. 

Address of Welcome Mayor Dr. J. I. Knoblauch 

Response on Behalf of Old Settlers. . Atty. W. L. Ellwood 

Song Choir 

Appointment of Committee on Nomination of Officers. 
Music Band 

10 :30 A. M., PROGRAM AT LINCOLN-DOUGLAS BOULDER. 

Dedication of boulder placed by County Historical So- 
ciety in Page's grove south of village limits, commemor- 
ating speeches of Lincoln and Douglas on the spot in their 
memorable campaign of 1858. The exercises at the dedi- 
cation will take place in the following order : 

Douglas Bally Song of '58 Sung by Male Quartet 

Eeminiscences of Time of Speeches 

Hon. John L. McGuire 

Geological History of Boulder Bead by J. C. Irving 

Unveiling of Boulder Mrs. Myra Streid 

Dedicatory Address Judge Geo. W. Patton 

Lincoln Bally Song of '58 Sung by Male Quartet 

Posing of assembly at Boulder for photo. 

Note. — Songs sung during exercises were selected 
from the campaign songs used at the Lincoln-Douglas 
debates in 1858. 
Noon — Basket dinner in park. Hot coffee served free to 

old settlers and visitors. 

1 :30 P. M. BB-ASSEMBLY IN PABK. 

Music Gehrig's Band 

Song Choir 
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Eoll Call and Report of Secretary E. W. Dickinson 

Election of Officers. 

Address of the Day Judge Geo. W. Patton 

Music Gehrig's Band 

Short Addresses by Old Settlers. 

2 :30 P. M. BASEBALL GAME. 

Roanoke vs. Washington, at ball park in the east end of 
Metamora. 

5 :00 P. M. BALLOON ASCENSION. 

The celebration was a most successful one. The old 
settlers of Woodford county and the Woodford County 
Historical Society are among the most active societies of 
the State and they most fittingly observe historical anni- 
versaries in their locality. 

They might be imitated to advantage by other county 
associations. 



THE ONE HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

ADMISSION OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS 

INTO THE FEDERAL UNION. 

It is none too early to begin plans for a great celebra- 
tion in 1918 of the one hundredth anniversary of Illinois' 
admission into the sisterhood of states. In Peoria and 
some other places steps have already been taken looking 
toward such a celebration, but every locality and cer- 
tainly every historical society, ought to observe this great 
historic anniversary. The State will probably signalize 
it in some large way. The completion of a great historical 
society or educational building would be a splendid me- 
morial, and it is probable that such a building will 
be ready for occupancy before that time. It will be 
remembered that the last Legislature created a commis- 
sion to formulate plans for a building of this character. 

Members of the Historical Society are urged to con- 
sider this matter and use their influence in every way to 
aid in the project. 
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A building commensurate with the greatness of the 
State, of the anniversary, and the purposes for which it 
will be used would be a noble memorial of the State's One 
Hundredth Birthday. 



TOWN OF BATH TO CELEBRATE SURVEY. 

SEVENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO LINCOLN MADE ORIGINAL PLAT. 

An event wjiich promises to be an attraction, not only 
to the people of that vicinity but from other counties, will 
occur in the village of Bath on November 1. 

Bath was laid out by Abraham Lincoln November 1, 
1836, it being the seventy-fifth anniversary of the laying 
out of the town by Lincoln. Lincoln was then a young 
man of 27 and was assisted by other young men from 
Sangamon county. 

To commemorate this event the people of Bath are 
making extensive plans for a great day of jubilee and 
celebration. Bath is somewhat of a historic village and at 
one time the largest town and also the county seat of 
Mason county. 

A committee has been formed to forward the work and 
carry out the celebration. Speakers have been engaged 
and everything points to a great day for Bath and Mason 
county. 

Among the noted men who have been invited for the 
occasion are J Otis Humphrey, Shelby M. Cullom, Henry 
T. Bainey, Champ Clark and others. Governor Charles 
S. Deneen is to be invited and is expected to be present. 

The local committee are much encouraged over the 
prospects for a great celebration and will continue to 
work to make it a success in every detail. Among those 
who are active in this work are the Rev. Mr. Overbaugh, 
Dr. Langston and Warren Breeding. In fact every citi- 
zen of Bath is interested in this event and is helping to 
carry out the plans. Today Bath is a flourishing village, 
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being a grain center and one of the largest fishing towns 
on the Illinois river. 

Every citizen is proud that their little city has the 
honor of being one of the few towns laid out by Abraham 
Lincoln and looks upon the day as one of more than local 
interest. 

ILLINOIS MONUMENT AT ANDERSONVILLE, GA. 

The Hiinois commissioners have returned from an in- 
spection trip to Andersonville, Ga., to investigate the pro- 
gress made by the contractor engaged to erect the me- 
morial to Illinois troops who perished within the walls 
of the famous confederate prison. The monument is now 
almost completed. The shaft is of bronze and granite, 
and is the most imposing of any erected by the northern 
states at Andersonville. Standing upon a massive base 
of granite is a figure of Columbia wrought in bronze. 
Two children standing before Columbia represent "Pos- 
terity," and at each end of the base is the figure of a 
soldier in repose. On one side of the base a few lines 
from Lincoln's first inaugural are carved, and on the 
other an extract from the Gettysburg speech of the 
martyred president. This monument, which will cost 
$12,000, stands in the national cemetery where 15,000 
union veterans are sleeping. 



PLAN MONUMENT TO LINCOLN. 

ILLINOISANS LIVING ON COAST DECIDE TO ERECT SHAFT AT 
EASTLAKE PARK AT LOS ANGELES. 

A memorial to Abraham Lincoln will be built in East- 
lake park, Los Angeles, Cal., by the members of the Illi- 
nois Society. This action was decided on at the Illinois 
Society picnic, September 10, 1911, when 2,000 men and 
women agreed to raise the money. 
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METHODISTS ERECT MONUMENT TO REV. 
JESSE WALKER AT PLAINFIELD, ILL. 

The Rock River conference of the Methodist Episcopal 
church met in the Ottawa street Methodist Episcopal 
church, at Joliet, 111., Sept. 27, 1911. An official welcome 
was tendered the ministers Tuesday evening by the citi- 
zens of Joliet. 

At 3 o'clock in the afternoon Wednesday the scene of 
activities of the preachers was shifted from Joliet to 
Plainfield for the dedication of the Jesse Walker monu- 
ment under the joint auspices of the Methodist Episcopal 
churches, north and south. 

Bishop E. R. Hendrix of the Methodist Church South, 
and Bishop Hamilton made addresses, with the unveiling 
by Master Everett Davis Weese, great-great-great-grand- 
son of Jesse Walker. 

Bishop Hamilton said in part : 

" Jesse Walker was the founder of the Methodist Epis- 
copal church in Illinois and Missouri and was the first 
presiding elder of the district known as Illinois and of the 
district afterward known as Missouri. He was also the 
first Methodist minister to enter the present confines of 
the Rock River conference, and as superintendent of the 
Chicago mission, held the first Methodist church services 
in Chicago. 

"He was born in my native state (Virginia) June 9, 
1766, and did not become a minister before he had reached 
his thirty-second year. While preaching in Tennessee he 
gave Peter Cartwright a license to preach. 

"Jesse Walker made his home at Plainfield, then 
known as Walker's Grove. Mr. Walker was to the re- 
ligious life of the Mississippi valley what Daniel Boone 
was to its civic life. He died in 1835 and was buried in 
an unmarked grave until Methodists of both the church 
north and the church south decided to erect this monu- 
ment, which we dedicate this afternoon.' ' 
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LORADO TAFT'S INDIAN STATUE. 

The statue of an Indian, the work of Lorado Taft, was 
unveiled at Oregon, 111., July 11, 1911. 

The statue is of heroic size and stands on Eagle's Nest 
Bluff above Oregon. The bluff is two hundred feet high 
and the statue can be seen for several miles. The statue 
is said by many to represent Black Hawk. 

An account of the dedication ceremonies and a descrip- 
tion of the, statue will be given in the January Journal. 



TABLET TO SOLDIERS OF THE AMERICAN 

REVOLUTION BURIED IN SANGAMON 

COUNTY. 

As stated in the last number of the Journal the Spring- 
field Chapters of the Sons and Daughters of the Ameri- 
can Revolution, will on October 19, 1911, the anniver- 
sary of the surrender of Yorktown, place in the Sanga- 
mon county court house a tablet to the soldiers of the 
American Revolution who are buried in Sangamon 
county. 

Mrs. George A. Lawrence, of Galesburg, State Regent 
of the D. A. R., will be present, as will the State President 
of the S. A. R. 

Interesting exercises will be held and a reception will 
be given by Governor and Mrs. Charles S. Deneen and 
the Springfield Chapters at the executive mansion. 

A full account of the celebration and a list of the sol- 
diers whose names are engraved on the tablet with an 
account of their service, written by Mrs. E. S. Walker, of 
Springfield, will appear in the January Journal. 

It is due to Mrs. Walker's untiring efforts that the 
names of the soldiers have been found, their places of 
burial located, and their military services verified by the 
War Department Records. 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE WISCONSIN HISTORI- 
CAL SOCIETY. 

The Wisconsin Historical Society has recently pub- 
lished two books of especial interest to Illinois and 
western readers; they are entitled: 

Wisconsin Women in the War, by Ethel Alice Hum, 
which is Original Papers No. 4, of the Society, and; — 

The Chattanooga Campaign, by Michael Hendrick 
Fitch, Original Papers No. 6. 



GENEALOGICAL NOTES. 

Mr. Charles L. Capen, of Bloomington, HI., has com- 
piled a sketch of the descendants of John Capen (1765- 
1849) and Rhoda Thomson, with some account of his 
ancestry. 20 page. Bloomington, HI. 



DANIEL BRAZNELL, A MADISON COUNTY 
PIONEER. 

By Kizzie Huskinson Shifflett. 

Daniel Braznell was born at Dudley, Staffordshire, 
England, January 6th ,1813, being a direct descendant of 
the ancient family of Neville, on his maternal side. 

He was a man of fine physique, being fully six feet tall 
and was of robust appearance. His manner was most 
engaging and none feared to approach him. 

He married petite Nancy Johnson of Sedgely, Stafford- 
shire, England, whose people were the famous iron work- 
ers of that place, by name of Wales. 

With her, he emigrated to America, following the emi- 
grants ' trail to Cincinnati in 1833. From there he came 
direct to Alton, Hlinois, and remained here permanently; 
following his trade as contractor and builder in various 
parts of Illinois. 

On the old State House of Springfield, Hlinois he was 
one of the contractors, and also the pioneer college of 
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Illinois, namely, Slrartleff College, Upper Alton, was his 
work. 

Most of the buildings standing intact today on Second 
and Third streets, Alton, are the labor of his hands, and 
the product of his brick plant, the first of its kind in the 
city. 

Mr. Braznell was one of the defenders of the fatal Love- 
joy press, and on the eventful night of Mr. Lovejoy's 
murder, was the only person cognizant of the secret trap 
door through which the famous press was dropped to its 
final resting place in the Mississippi river— -safe from 
further devastation. This noted warehouse was built by 
Mr. Braznell. 

Mr. Braznell was a man of large and generous im- 
pulses, giving most freely of his plentiful earnings. 

He and his good wife were primitive Christians, earnest 
in effort determined in well doing. They were prominent 
pillars of the Methodist church, and the first pipe organ 
was partly due to the untiring efforts of Nancy Braznell, 
his wife. 

Mr. Braznell possessed a fine voice, and heartily en- 
joyed singing some of the grand old hymns with Peter 
Cartwright, the itinerant circuit rider of that day, who 
was often a guest of the Braznell home. 

The striking traits in Mr. Braznell 's character were 
kindness and benevolence, as was manifested by the many 
lamentations at his sudden death, February 13, 1877, 
while visiting in Springfield, Illinois. 

Mr. Braznell 's life was fruitful of four children : Mary 
Jane Braznell, who married Wm. Huskinson, civil engi- 
neer and railroad builder ; Edward Braznell, who married 
Amanda Green, of Shipman, Illinois ; Sarah Braznell, who 
married Phil. J. Sargent, Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 

Mr. Braznell was survived by his widow five years. 

Beloved by friend and trusted by foe Mr. Braznell 
was soothed and sustained by that unfaltering trust that 
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says, "He wrapped the drapery of his couch around him 
and sank gently down to pleasant dreams, for his consci- 
ence was clear.' ' 



LITERARY EXECUTOE OF MISS CLARA BARTON. 

Rev. Percy Epler, a son of the late Judge Cyrus Epler, 
of Jacksonville, HI., has been appointed by Miss Clara 
Barton her literary executor by which arrangement he 
will, at Miss Barton's death, have charge of the books, 
papers and similar articles which she may leave and he 
will be a good man to handle the precious property. 
Doubtless there are many letters and manuscripts per- 
taining to her work which have not been published and 
Mr. Epler will see that the world gets the best use pos- 
sible of them all as far as in him lies. 



